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LETTEE OP WILLIAM H. CABELL* AND JOHN CAMM.f 
(Communicated by Alexander Brown, D. G. L.) 

Eiohmond, Jan'y 33, 1804. 

Dear Sir : Although we have not yet written to yon we beg 
you to be assured that the delay has not arisen from inattention 
to you, but from a desire when we do write to give you some 
satisfactory information. The session is now progressed to 
within eight or ten days of its close, and still we have passed 
very few laws of a general nature, our time having been hereto- 
fore taken up principally with local and unimportant subjects. 
At the end of the session we shall give you a full account of all 
the public laws that have passed. We take the present oppor- 
tunity to inform you that we have passed another general ticket 
law for the election of electors to choose a President and Vice- 
President of the United States, by laying off the State into 
twenty-four districts, upon the same principles with the former 
general ticket law. As this measure is calculated to give us that 
weight in the election of President which the State of Virginia 
is entitled to, we hope it will give satisfaction to our constituents 
and to the Republicans throughout the State. 

The bill for the establishment of a bank in Kichmond is now 
before us and we hope will pass both Houses. We natter our- 
selves that this law, if it passes, will be productive of great ad- 
vantages — not only to the merchants, but still more so to the 
planters and farmers by raising the price of our produce. 

As the present revenues of the State are sufficient to defray the 
expenses of the government, we hope there will be no necessity 
for raising the taxes. The price of tobacco is much as it has been 
for some time past — from 36 shillings to 38 shillings, and wheat 
from 6 shillings 6 pence to 7 shillings. As we have a number of 
letters to write we hope you will excuse the shortness of this com- 
munication, and refer you for farther information to the circular 

* William H. Cabell was at this time a member of the House of Dele- 
gates of Virginia, and became governor and supreme judge. 

t John Camm was third son of President John Camm, of William and 
Mary College. He was born December 2, 1775, studied law, removed in 
1794 from Williamsburg to Amherst county, where he was clerk of the 
court from 1814 to 1818. 
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letter we shall write at the end of the session, And beg you to 
accept our best wishes for your health and happiness. 
We are, dear sir, your obedient servants, 

William H. Cabell, 
John Camm. 
To Capt. Joel Franklin, New Glasgow, Amherst county. 



SOME MINOES IN VIRGINIA. 

BY B. B. MINOR, LL. D. 

In the last issue of this magazine was published the first instalment 
of the history of the descendants of Minor Doodes, of which descendants 
the distinguished and revered John B. Minor, late professor of Law at 
the University of Virginia, was one. I have, by request, been favored 
with a communication from Dr. B. B. Minor, of Richmond (formerly 
editor of the Southern Literary Messenger) , which gives interesting de- 
tails of his own family especially. — Editor. 

The Miners and Minors have been regarded by some as of dif- 
ferent stocks; the former being Northern and the latter South- 
ern. Mr. Orlin H. Miner (from New England), auditor of the 
State of Illinois, told me in Springfield that such was his belief, 
and that his family had always borne the name Miner. After- 
wards, in Jerseyville, 111., his brother Samuel, a lawyer of good 
standing, told me the same thing; but he invited me to his office 
to examine some family documents appertaining, as he assured 
me, to his direct line of descent. It appeared that he had not 
attended to his own family relics, for one of them was plainly 
signed "Nath 1 Minor," and dated in early colonial times in Mas- 
sachusetts. Another was a commission for "Clarence Miner," of 
the same ilk, as a lieutenant of the minute men of Massachusetts, 
dated 3d July, 1776. 

One of these documents put me in correspondence with Mr. 
Sidney Miner, of New London, Conn., who was getting up a 
family genealogy and invited co-operation. Some memoranda 
were sent him, and I think he admitted that the two modes of 
spelling embraced the same blood. He is now dead ; but his widow 
(second wife) is carrying on his work. His family came from 
Massachusetts and are still living on land which his ancestor ob- 
tained in the time of Charles I. 



